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Figure 1. The areas capturing bluegills in Lake lzunuma-Uchinuma
basin. Solid lines indicate Lake Izunuma-Uchinuma and streams. Stars
indicate the areas capturing bluegills. Broken line indicates Lake
Izunuma-Uchinuma basin.
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Figure 2. Bluegills. a: adult captured in the pond, b: O+juvenile captured in the pond,and
c: O+juvenile captured in the stream.
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Abstract In Lake Izunuma-Uchinuma, Japan, the invasive species: bluegill,
Lepomis macrochirus, have been rarely caught, and there is a small possibility they
have spawned. A population of bluegill was discovered in an irrigation pond in the
Lake Izunuma-Uchinuma basin in autumn 2006. In the pond, we captured several
0+ juveniles (29.4-46.3mm in standard length) and an adult fish (118.8mm),
indicating that the bluegill population has reproduced in the pond. Moreover, in the
creek which connected the pond with Lake Izunuma, we captured a O+ juvenile
(28.6mm). It is highly likely that this 0+ juvenile dispersed from the pond. There is
continually a risk that bluegill will disperse into the lake, and establish a population,
causing serious damage to the lake’s ecosystem. To stop dispersion of the bluegill into
the lake, they must be exterminated from the pond.
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