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Acheilognathus tabira from Natori Basin, Miyagi, Japan produces elliptical eggs

and their juveniles do not have a dark spot on the dorsal fin
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Abstract Akahiretabira, an undescribed subspecies of Acherlognathus tabira,
known as subsp. (a) sensu Nakamura (1969), has been reported to lay oval shaped
eggs. The juveniles generally do not have a dark spot on the dorsal fin, unlike
seboshitabira, A. tabira subsp. (b) sensu Nakamura. We collected several adult and
juvenile akahiretabira from a small agricultural stream in Natori Basin, Miyagi
Prefecture. With gentle pressure applied to her belly, a mature female laid elliptical
eggs (2.50+0.063mm x 1.22+0.085mm in diameters). Juvenile dorsal fins did not have
a small dark spot, but visually appeared a solid gray, and melanocytes were found to
be more or less uniformly distributed. Morphological variation within species and also
within subspecies of A. tabira is more variable than previously recognized.
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